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Join us in celebrating 2 new 
additions to the kingdom!

As with all emails I get from 
believers in the US, one that 
arrived in early April was very 
encouraging. A newly married 
couple had moved to Vienna 
and the husband, who had been 
studying with his wife and her 
family, was interested in baptism. 

Benedikt, from Germany, and 
his wife, Rebecca, from the US, 
moved to Vienna because of his 
job as a pilot with Lufthansa. 
They had actually visited Donau 
Gemeinde last year with her 
family and we were happy to see 
the Lord bring them back. 

They joined us for our ‘virtual’ 

NEW BAPTISMS DESPITE CORONA
worship and we met over 
video chat to get to know 
them better.
 
Soon after joining us for 
worship, Benedikt decided 
to be baptized! Keeping the 
gathering small, skyping in 
family and church members 
I took Benedikt’s confession 
and with mask in place, 
baptized him. 

It was a culmination of many 
people speaking/teaching/living 
the truth and Rebecca’s own 
spiritual journey that brought 
Benedikt to this point. They are 
a great addition to the Donau 
Gemeinde family and we are so 
excited to see what God is going 
to do through them.

-Jake

I first met Gabi through Kim 
Hensal. Gabi, on occasion, 
attended the then monthly 
Kreativer Frauenabend, and 
it was through these brief 
encounters that we became 
friends. Our friendship grew 
through a regular English “Coffee 
and Conversation” that Will and 
I did with her and Daniele. But 

after Daniele’s passing, we lost 
touch, but only for a little while. 

For the first time in years, we 
were reunited, albeit strangely, 
outside of my kids’ kindergarten a 
few years ago, and our friendship 
deepened at a rapid pace shortly 
thereafter. 

Following her lead, we quickly 
transitioned from small talk 
to thorough Bible Study, our 
discussions often taking us to 
personal, emotional places until 
one day, seated at her kitchen 
table, she joyfully stated she 
was ready to be baptized. With 
masks and a socially-distanced, 
well-sanitized group of excited 
friends and family, Gabi became 
a citizen of Heaven.

-Holly
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PRAYER 
REQUESTSAs followers of Christ, a loved 

one’s death is a dual edged 
sword.  On one hand, we grieve 
and mourn the loss of someone 
dearly loved, but on the other we 
rejoice in their reward obtained 
for running the race.  In June, we 
were saddened by the loss of 
Hermine, one of our dear sisters 
in Christ.  Hermine was one of 
our very first contacts here in 
Vienna.  She lived near our office 
space with her 2 daughters 
(who preceded her in death in 
December 2019 and January 
2020).  

She popped in one day, not 
long after we acquired our 
office space, curious as to what 
was to become of the former 
bakery.  While we told her there 
would no longer be a bakery, she 
could stop by anytime for a cup 
of coffee.  This delighted her to 
no end, and she soon became a 
regular, stopping by to enjoy a 
coffee and some conversation.  

We would soon learn of her 
difficult life and the trials she 
endured, and realized her 
frequent visits to our office were 
a time of peace and comfort in 

HERMINE RETURNS HOME
her weekly routine.
  
Over time, Jake and Josh Hensal 
(our former teammate) began a 
Bible study with Hermine and she 
would eventually be baptized.  
Since that time, Hermine had 
been a steady presence at Sunday 
worship, as well as, at the office 
for a cup of coffee.  Of course, as 
she got a little older, her visits by 
the office became less frequent, 
but not less enjoyable for her.  She 
would call almost every Saturday 
to see who would be picking her 
up for worship on Sunday.  She 
thoroughly enjoyed being with 
the body of Christ.  

Hermine served as an example 
to all of us of the importance 
of making the effort to be with 
the church family on a regular 
basis.  She also provided many 
opportunities for the church to 
be the hands of Christ and show 
the love of the Savior.  Hermine 
will be greatly missed, but we 
also rejoice that she will finally be 
at peace, free of pain and worry 
having received the promise she 
heard about over a cup of coffee.

-Amanda    

Hermine

Please keep the following items 
in your prayers over the next 
months:

• For a positive interview for 
Sara’s asylum

• That Mahdi and Afsaneh, two 
other Iranian members, will 
receive their interviews at last

• For our new house group 
effort, that the transition 
continues to go smoothly

• That COVID will not come 
back in such a way in Austria 
that we have to stop house 
groups again

• The faith walk/discipleship 
of new Christians, especially 
Benedikt and Gabi

• For the success of new and 
existing outreach programs

• For one of our friend’s marital 
problems

• For the new visitors to the 
various house groups

• One visitor, Sam, who is in 
Vienna for health treatments

• For the health problems of 
our various members

• For the church currently 
grieving Hermine



PICTURES FROM THE FIELD

Fellowship Sunday in the Haskews’ garden

Benedikt being baptized

Kreuzung Connect Hike in the Lobau

U!Shine Hike in Lainzer Tiergarten

Gabi receiving her “Citizen of Heaven” robe

Kids playing after church at Koois’ house



MEETING IN HOUSE GROUPS AGAIN
As we reported in our last 
newsletter, this has been a time 
of creativity as we attempt to 
figure out how to do church in 
the age of Corona (as you all are 
likely experiencing as well.) We 
talked about how we had been 
doing all-online meetings, which 
were very successful, with many 
people joining online that we 
hadn’t seen in person in a long 
time!

However, as things began to open 
up in Austria, we knew we needed 
to come up with a way to meet in 
person again while still giving an 
option to meet online for those 
who didn’t yet feel comfortable. 
Austria was allowing groups to 
meet but of no more than 25 or 
so (at the time). So, after careful 
prayer and discussion, we began 
transitioning to a multiple, small, 
house group model. 

If you know your Vienna Team 
history, you know this model 
was part of the original strategy 
from the very beginning, starting 
with the four families that came 
in 2007. When we joined as HIM 
workers, there were two house 
groups meeting in two different 
homes. The apartment where 
we’ve been meeting since 2016 
was a blessing in many ways, 
but we were beginning to reach 

the limits of that space. As a 
leadership team (and with talking 
with many of the members), we 
didn’t really want to just go out 
and find a bigger space. We felt 
like the small, family atmosphere 
of an informal house church has 
always been a part of our identity 
and we wanted to try to continue 
that, if possible, and if it was 
God’s will. So, we had a plan in 
mind to transition into multiple 
house groups starting sometime 
around this fall, or possibly next 
spring.

However, Corona kicked those 
plans into high gear and we 
found ourselves needing to meet 
in smaller groups for practical 
reasons much sooner than 
planned. So, after several weeks 
of preparing the church online, 
we met in three different groups 
the first Sunday in June: one at 
our house, one at the Haskews’, 
and one at the Bauers’ (Benedikt 
and Rebecca, the new couple, 
who have graciously agreed 
to host a group. The Rybinskis 
attend their group regularly.) 

Members are given the choice 
of which group they attend, or 
if they would still rather meet 
online given the situation. We still 
connect to each group online so 
are all still fellowshipping. We still 

take the Lord’s Supper together 
as a group, after which someone 
will give a small sermon (live or on 
a video), followed by each group 
breaking off to have a discussion 
on the topic amongst themselves 
in a small group atmosphere.

Then, on the first Sundays of the 
month (our Fellowship Sundays), 
whoever feels comfortable are 
continuing to meet all in person 
for a fellowship meal in a place 
like the Haskews’ garden or 
the OC student house. So far, 
this all seems to be a good 
combination of online and 
offline, fellowshipping as one 
larger church and having space 
for more intimate small groups. 
There are still kinks to work out, 
but we’ve been encouraged so 
far and have had good feedback.

We do hope that, as (we pray) 
the virus goes away, fewer 
people will join online and 
instead attend a group. We are 
attempting to slowly encourage 
that transition, because as much 
of a blessing online technology 
has been to keeping the church 
connected, we of course need 
human contact in person. Please 
pray that this effort is successful, 
and  that God will bless this next 
stage of our church.

-Will
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