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MINISTRY IN THE AGE OF CORONA
After being here in Vienna for
nearly 13 years, it’s safe to say
we’ve had to face and overcome
a variety of unique challenges.
These have included major
things like language and cultural
barriers and even more mundane,
though no less important puzzles
to solve, like how do I make
chocolate chip cookies without
brown sugar. Each new challenge
brings with it an opportunity to
look at a situation in a different
way than we may have before,
and look for creative solutions.
In mid March we, along with so
many others around the world,
were faced with a new, daunting
task of continuing to do the work
we love in a rapidly changing

Sunday morning church

landscape.
We had to ask
ourselves questions like, “How
do we hold Bible studies when
we can’t leave our homes?” and
“What about meeting together as
a Body?” Of course, there were
lists of other questions we ran
through in those first few days as
the “Bleib Zuhause” (stay home)
precautions went into effect.

the third week, Jake, working
with another member of the
congregation, figured out a safe
easy to use meeting platform
and we could again meet face
to face. I can’t describe the joy
and excitement on everyone’s
faces as each person joined the
meeting and popped up on the
screen. We were together again!!!

Almost immediately, Jake began
researching various techologies
we could utilize for group and
individual meetings. And just like
so many times before, a unique
challenge
presented
itself.
Among the congregation, we
have at least 3 language groups
and a wide variety of access to
electronic devices and internet
service plans.
Throw in
security concerns and other
issues and we had quite the
humdinger to try and solve.
So, for the first two Sundays
we hosted a “one way” event
from our home in which we
encouraged everyone to
log in, watch and listen to a
time of thought and prayer
for the Lord’s Supper. While
this method indeed served
the basic purpose, we were
basically still all alone. By

We’ll continue using this platform
for Sunday mornings for the
foreseeable future. We’re using
this platform, along with a few
others to carry on with our Bible
studies and other meetings
during the week. In fact, we
are currently holding a record
number of Bible studies each
week. Praise the Lord!!! Our next
challenge may well be, figuring
out how to baptize someone in
the time of social distancing.
There are currently two folks who
have already asked questions
about how this might be
accomplished.
These
are
indeed
strange
days, but we pray the Lord will
continue to use this time to grow
His kingdom and use us for HIs
purpose.
-Amanda

PRAYERS FOR HERMINE
For most of you, the name
Hermine likely rings a bell.
Hermine is an elderly Austrian
woman who has attended our
church for many years, and in
that time, we’ve not only grown
to care for her, but for her family
as well. Hermine had two adult
daughters, Karen and Edith, both
of whom suffered from severe

Hermine

schizophrenia, rendering them
home bound and fully dependent
on Hermine and the nurses who
administered their medication.
As an added challenge to
Hermine’s
home
life,
both
daughters smoked day in and
day out, adding to their already
failing health.
In 2019, Edith was diagnosed
with
multiple
tumors
throughout her body and
given months to live. She
passed away at home, a few
days after Hermine’s 88th
birthday. As preparations
were made for Edith’s
funeral, it became evident
that Karen was not doing
well. Doctors diagnosed
Karen with advanced lung
cancer and brain tumors.
In
February,
following
Edith’s January burial,

Karen passed away at home. Her
funeral and burial is currently
at a standstill due to COVID19
regulations.
All things considered, Hermine is
okay. She goes about her routine
and welcomes contact from her
church family. Hermine worried
tirelessly for her daughters. They
were part of her everyday routine,
and in some ways, the daughters
cared for her, too. So to have
outlived them both in her old age
has certainly been a challenging
adjustment.
Please keep Hermine in your
prayers as she adjusts to life
without Karen and Edith. If you
would like to send her a card,
please send it to the Haskews
or Koois. We will make sure she
receives them.
-Holly

KOOI FURLOUGH
Well, what a strange furlough
that was. When we left Vienna in
the 2nd week of February for the
US, things were relatively normal.
We were asked if we had been
in China recently at the Munich
airport, but that was about it. Just
a few weeks later (after visiting
Holly’s family in other parts of
the US, making it to Oklahoma,
spending
some
time
with
Memorial Road and visiting other
wonderful supporting churches
in Woodward and in OKC), things
were totally upended, as we all
know, and our planned return
home was in jeopardy.
Furlough before that point was
really nice, seeing friends and
family, and talking about the work
in Vienna to various small groups
and classes. But then we were
confined to my parents’ home for
2 weeks as we awaited word on
our flights. We were supposed to
leave March 28th, but we found

out that Austrian Airlines was
suspending all flights. Thankfully,
we were able to rebook relatively
quickly and got a flight leaving
only a week later, April 3rd. The
trip was fairly stressful, especially
with two small kids who didn’t
understand mask protocol, but it
went smoothly overall and were
excited to land in the completely
quiet Vienna airport at last.
But, since we had come in
from outside the EU, we had to
undergo a mandatory 14day quarantine, not leaving
the house for any reason, not
even groceries. This was...an
interesting time. It kind of
blurs together. Thankfully
people like the Haskews
and some of our neighbors
brought us groceries, so we
survived. Schnitzel delivery
was also a lifesaver.

didn’t get to see near as many
of our friends as we would have
liked on our furlough, but aware
that we by no means had as bad
of an experience as many people
in the world. We’re thankful that
God protected us and brought
us safely back home, and we
were excited to join back into
the ministry that had changed so
much in less than two months.
Thank you for your prayers during
this time!
-Will

We’re saddened that we
Masking it up in the OKC airport

PICTURES FROM THE FIELD

Recent church service (members’ faces blurred for
privacy)

Praying over Hermine in January

Faschings (Carnival) event at Kreuzung Connect

Ready to fly!

New school desk at Haskew home

Preaching at Woodward Church of Christ

NEW PROGRAMS AND OPPORTUNITIES
When we were preparing to
come to Vienna and doing
various types of training, no one
ever took us through a class on
how to defrost an older church
member’s freezer that has 10+
years of ice built up. Or, how to
rig up an indoor baptism solution
with just a sledgehammer and
some duct tape (ok that one may
be made up). But seriously, we
are called upon to be a jack of all
trades but there are times when
we need to recognize the gifts in
others and help lead and support
them in using their gifts for the
Kingdom.
This last quarter saw two
opportunities like that arise. As
the Donau Gemeinde matures,

Recent Kreuzung Connect event

discipleship is necessary to
help grow knowledge, as Peter
encourages us in 2 Peter 1,5
“For this very reason, make
every effort to add to your faith
goodness; and to goodness,
knowledge;...” and so we are
looking at ways to offer that to
the Donau Gemeinde.
As we were planning on
beginning a study of Hebrews
and a lot of our new christians
don’t have experience in the Old
Testament, I wanted to offer an
introduction to the Old Testament
by offering a once-a-week class
that would cover the first 5
books. I asked Florian, who had
spent a year studying the bible
at a Discipleship Training School
in Canada, if
he would be
interested
in teaching
it. I figured
that
his
training and
personality
would
be
a
great
combination
to
teach
t h e s e
classes. With
a
gentle
n u d g e
and
some

suggestions he took this idea
and ran with it. He has done a
fantastic job of preparing the
material and blending audio/
visuals, handouts, and discussion
time into a great class.
The other opportunity is our new
Kreuzung Connect program.
Chiara has a deep desire to
connect people, who feel alone
in Vienna, with others and the
members of Donau Gemeinde.
If you are not familiar with a
big city, the anonymity that
the city offers can be a relief to
some, but loneliness to others.
Especially if you are new to the
city it is very easy to feel left
out. Knowing that people feel
this way, Chiara worked with
us to launch a series of events
to connect people together.
Our first one, a fashings party
(Austrian Carnival) at Kreuzung
was a great success. Not only did
people feel connected and had a
great time, but several came and
visited Donau Gemeinde as well.
As the virus lockdown was put in
place, the entire program moved
online through live events, virtual
meetups and ongoing social
media posts. We are excited
about the possibilities of this
program once the lockdown is
lifted.
-Jake
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