
First Light
With shiny wrapping paper and ribbons, the present sat on the floor next to the
decorated spruce. With so many lights and ornaments shining and spreading bright
reflections around the room, the tree was like a centerpiece beacon, beckoning
everyone to gather close by. For days, tiny eyes had observed the gift which appeared
one day seemingly out of nowhere and captured the imagination of tender minds full of
wonder and excitement. What could possibly be inside this delightfully protected
present? Finally, the moment came for the gift to be opened. With small hands straining
to pull the red and green paper back, the identity of the contents of the mysterious box
was finally made known! The little eyes became bigger as a gasp of thrill transformed
into a squeal of joy now that the gift that had been concealed so long was finally
opened!
 
From “the beginning” in Genesis 1 to the the gospel narratives of Jesus’ birth, it is as if a
spectacular present has been awaiting the moment that millions of eyes would witness
its opening. As Matthew carefully recalls the connection of ancestors over hundreds of
years, to Luke’s description of the exhilarating moments exclaimed by Anna and
Simeon, the amazing patience and planning of an all-knowing God are demonstrated. In
his coming to Planet Earth and being born as a human, Jesus fulfilled the words of
prophets who for thousands of years predicted both his arrival and his death. Just like a
little child unwrapping an anticipated present on Christmas morning, so we are
permitted to reach out and take hold of a beautiful gift that surpasses the value and
wonder and magnitude of any earthly possession! At Christmas, it’s a natural time to
recall the miracle of the Messiah’s birth, but it’s a unique time as well to ponder the
gravity of his unspeakable crucifixion. Then with new child-like eyes wide open, we grasp
the eternal presence of his incomparable resurrection! “Merry Christmas” means so
much more when we know that it encompasses these truths that what we have all been
given continues to sparkle and shine and radiate around the whole world, beckoning
everyone to open this miraculous and timeless Gift!
 
Deuteronomy 18:15 NIV
[15] The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from
your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him.
 
Isaiah 7:14 NIV
[14] Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
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First Light
Isaiah 53:1-3, 5, 7-9 NIV
[1] Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed? [2] He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry
ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance
that we should desire him. [3] He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of
suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was
despised, and we held him in low esteem. [5] But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed. [7] He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not
open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. [9] He was assigned a grave with the
wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any
deceit in his mouth.
 
Matthew 1:18, 20-21 NIV
[18] This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be
pregnant through the Holy Spirit… [20] an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. [21] She will give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
 
Luke 2:4-14 NIV
[4] So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem
the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. [5] He went
there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a
child. [6] While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, [7] and she gave
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no guest room available for them.[8] And there were shepherds
living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. [9] An angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. [10] But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people. [11] Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. [12] This will be a sign to you: You will
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” [13] Suddenly a great company of
the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, [14] “Glory to God
in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
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First Light
Luke 2:25-37 NIV
[25] Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout.
He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. [26] It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the
Lord's Messiah. [27] Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required,
[28] Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: [29] “Sovereign Lord, as you
have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. [30] For my eyes have seen
your salvation, [31] which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: [32] a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” [33] The child's father
and mother marveled at what was said about him. [34] Then Simeon blessed them and
said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, [35] so that the thoughts of many
hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

[36] There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, [37] and
then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped
night and day, fasting and praying. [38] Coming up to them at that very moment, she
gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the
redemption of Jerusalem.
 
Here’s wishing you a true Merry Christmas! 
--- Todd Wright
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