
First Light
Chosen to Fulfill the Will of God
By Art Hyde
 
So much of the New Testament was written by the apostle Paul. I have read about his
conversion on the road to Damascus many times. Today, however, I read Acts 9 with a
renewed spirit of understanding and meaning. As a Christian living in the year 2021, it is
easy to read scripture without fully thinking about the story behind the text. I mean
these events happened two thousand years ago. So, what is the story behind the text? I
believe it begins with a question. Why did God choose Saul? Saul of Tarsus, later named
Paul, apparently had some remarkable qualities that were hidden beneath the works of
a Jewish zealot. His actions before his conversion, at the very least, were misdirected as
we read about this man who passionately pursued early believers to arrest, imprison
and/or have them stoned to death. How could this man be the same man that worked
and suffered so much for the cause of Christ? How could this man be the writer of so
much New Testament scripture - the chapters and verses we as Christians study,
believe, and hold in deep regard?
 
Obviously, God saw something in Saul that we, if living at that time, would find extremely
difficult, if not impossible, to see. 
 
Acts 9,1 through 4 - Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against
the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way,
whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared
Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to
the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
 
It is so like our God to choose someone like Saul. It is so in God’s character to take the
least of men (as we would see them) and make them the most when it comes to
fulfilling His will. None of us will ever know why God chose Paul, but he did. Perhaps
because he recognized in Paul’s heart, a man who when converted, could be just as
impassioned and single-minded for the cause of Christ as he was for tormenting
Christians. Even more so, a man who could possibly fulfill God’s mission better than any
other human alive at that time. I think we can very easily forget that most Jews living
after Christ’s death and resurrection were still committed to the Laws of Mosses. Most
did not believe Jesus of Nazareth as the anticipated Messiah, who would rid their nation
of the Romans and lead them into a time of prosperity, peace, and glory. 
 
There is such a profound movement of the Holy Spirit recorded in this story, the true
story of Saul’s conversion to Paul and all he became. 
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And it began with: 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and
you will be told what you must do.”
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see
anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes, he could see nothing.
So, they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind and did not eat
or drink anything.

Don’t you know that Paul’s family, friends, the Jewish leaders for whom he was zealously
working, and the men and women who were closest to him, were stunned by his
transformation to the other side. They surely said, “How can you be one of those
ignorant Jesus believers?” I am sure he became despised by all who knew him before his
conversion. Paul had to leave his old life behind and take on a new life with new friends,
hopes, and dreams. And, perhaps occasionally, his own questioning of his decision to
endure the pain and heartbreak of leaving behind so many loved ones. Maybe even
questioning the voice that said.” I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” He obviously
moved well beyond any doubts or fears. God’s word records his many mission travels,
tragedies, and momentous accomplishments in spreading the truth of Christ and His
promise of salvation to true believers.
My respect and admiration for Paul are more than I can convey in this writing. Each of
us owes so much to his sacrifice, tenacity, and total commitment to what he believed. A
belief, that in the end, took his life, and helped give us ours. There have been others
who have made changes in their lives that were unexpected and even shocking to
friends and colleagues. None, however, has had the impact on as many lives as Saul of
Tarsus, and his conversion on the road to Damascus to become the Apostle Paul. 
 
Here are a few modern-day men that changed their beliefs and therefore change the
world around them. There have been men and women alike who have given everything
to stand on the side of moral integrity, and what they believed as ‘the right thing to do.’

Mikhail Gorbachev (1931 – ) Gorbachev was a committed member of the Soviet Union
Communist Party. But, despite believing in the ideals of Communism, he saw many
things were not working and so was willing to introduce the radical reform policies of
Perestroika and Glasnost – which led to the fall of the Berlin Wall and the end of
Communism in the East.
 
F. W. De Klerk (1936 – ) F.W. De Klerk served as the last President of Apartheid South
Africa. Initially, he was a strong supporter of apartheid, but as President, he evolved his
views and came to accept apartheid had to go. He released Nelson Mandela and
oversaw the transition to multi-racial elections.
 

https://www.biographyonline.net/politicians/russian/mikhail-gorbachev.html%20
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Martin Niemöller (1892 – 1984) During the First World War, Niemöller was a successful
German U-boat captain. He was also a staunch conservative nationalist, who welcomed
Hitler’s assumption of power in 1933. However, in 1937, he was imprisoned for
criticizing Hitler’s religious policies. After the war, he admitted guilt over the Holocaust
and became a prominent pacifist and member of the Peace Movement.
 
Of course, there are many more. I ask myself - Am I so committed to the cause of Christ
I would give everything, and everyone to follow Him until the end of my days?

 

https://www.biographyonline.net/spiritual/martin-niemoller.html

