
First Light

If I go, I fear someone may know about my past.
I have plenty to say about this topic but fear I am not a good enough
speaker/presenter.
I fear what happened to that person might happen to me.
I fear my children may not become godly adults.
I am afraid COVID-19 will kill me or a loved one.
I fear I might lose my job.
I fear we may not have enough money to pay our bills this month.

Fear

We read about it in so much of the Bible. We feel it, often try to rid ourselves of it,
and too often let it control our lives. Fear is that which keeps us from so many
blessings our God has in store for us. Its connection with doubt, anxiety, dread,
and self-deprecation are far too common for so many of us. Do these fears sound
familiar? I am afraid they won’t think I am qualified for this job.

 
Then we read this verse from Proverbs 9:10. New International Version
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One
is understanding.
 
So, fear isn’t always a bad emotion. It can enhance our senses so we can avoid
those circumstances that can be physically painful, and according to Proverbs
9:10, it can provide wisdom and knowledge so we can revere, and fully appreciate
the authority and power of God. We cannot remove all fear from our lives, but we
can learn how to master it, so it does not become that oppressor who keeps us
from enjoying the bounty of life, love, and internal fulfillment.
 
This morning a friend of mine telephoned me to ask my opinion about a job he
was offered. I asked him several questions, including if he thought he would be
happy taking the job long-term. His reply was yes, but he feared that his
introverted personality would cause him to lose the job in time. He went on to say
that he feared job-related social functions and corporate meetings that would be
almost impossible for him to carry out without extreme anxiety.
 
So, what did I tell my good friend? I told him that fear was ruling his life, and more
importantly, he was not accessing the most powerful tool in the universe to his
advantage. He was a Christian Brother, so I thought he knew what I was talking
about. To my surprise, he did not. 

https://biblehub.com/niv/proverbs/9.htm
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I said, “The power of God my friend.” He looked at me with a perplexed look, then
told me he already knew about God’s power to help us when we were in trouble
or in need. I said, “Why aren’t you using it?” Again, he looked at me as if I was
crazy. I immediately thought about God’s call to Moses at the burning bush. I saw
my friend bewildered by fear that he was like Moses in that he feared he was
inadequate. And like Moses, he gave all the excuses he could to reject the job he
had been given. Of course, God knew Moses was the perfect man for the job of
bringing the Children of Israel out of Egypt. As we all know, Moses’ fear turned
from a feeling of inadequacy to extreme confidence as one of the most dynamic
characters written about in the Bible; all with God’s power, wisdom and will
guiding him every step of the way.
 
I can honestly write that when I hung up the phone that morning, I wasn’t sure if
my friend understood what I said. I worried that he would continue to fear all the
things he believed were deficient in him. Like myself, he had attended church
most of his life but may have missed the most important message of all; God can
do anything through Christ.
 
My friend called me several days later to tell me that he took the job. He said he
took what I said to heart and drove to a local park right after our conversation. He
said he found a picnic table in a location where there were no other humans and
began to pray. He told me he asked God to give him confidence and
understanding over his fear. He said he spent nearly two hours at the park, the
entire time in prayer that including tears, and a renewed spirit of dependence, not
on his abilities and talents, but a dependence on God as his creator and the
father of his Savior Jesus Christ.
 
As humans, with all our physical and emotional impairments, it is very difficult to
fully become dependent on God so we can give our fears to him. It seems fear is
all about Satan, and what he wants us to retain as part of the way we live our lives.
It can slowly become a philosophy that causes us to think without a Godly focus. I
encourage all who allow fear to master their lives - to seek the other kind of fear,
the positive fear. It is the fear that comes from the power and wisdom of our God,
who is the beginning of wisdom, knowledge, and understanding, and our guardian
against all that stands between us and HIM. In Jesus' name, amen.

-- Art Hyde

 


